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THE CASE FOR COMMENTS



“HIDDEN SUPPORT FEATURE”?

• Comment (n.) – targeted documentation



TRADITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

• A pain

• Gets out of date

• Nobody reads it

• “Don't need it!”

• “We’ll do it when the project is done!”

• “I'll document myself out of a job!”



COMMENTS > TRADITIONAL DOCUMENTS

• People will actually write comments

• Hard to lose, easy to read

• Natural to update



COMMENTS -YOUR EXOBRAIN

- UrbanDictionary.com



COMMENTS -YOUR EXOBRAIN

• Record the what and why at the time of coding

• Download that tribal knowledge directly into your head



HOW MUCH FASTER CAN WE GET TO KNOW THE 
CODE?

• Let’s try it.

.



/* HOW TO COMMENT */

-- Flowerboxes, single line, code blocks, BEGIN/END, and implicit



PLANT A FLOWER BOX

• Source

• Create date

• Purpose

• Modification log



PLANT A BETTER FLOWER BOX

• About our organization

• Parameter definitions and values

• Temp table definitions and use

• Example execution statements

• Table of contents

.



SINGLE LINE COMMENTS

• Notes on each query (as necessary)

• Mark BEGIN and END;  

• Comment anywhere!

.



MAKE CODE BLOCKS

• Section header and footer

• Visually significant

• Identifies logical blocks of code

• Helps navigation

• Simplifies moving / changing code

• Great place to document 

code block dependencies

.



BEGIN AND END MARKERS

• Label BEGIN and END with an identifier

• E.g., -- @TuningTypeLevel = 0

.



FORMAT: IMPLICIT COMMENTARY



HELP SYSTEMS

Or,  Advanced Commenting



HELP – FORMALIZED COMMENTS

• Accessible

• Searchable

• Updateable

.

• Options: 

• @help

• separate SP

• both



HELP SYSTEMS

PRO

• Extensive

• User friendly

• Searchable

CON

• Extensive – lots to write

• Requires more support (if user-facing)

• Formatting can be troublesome, if you 

get fancy

.



ALTERNATIVE COMMENTING

When /* */ just won’t do



EXTENDED PROPERTIES

• UHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG…

• No.

• No. 

• No, no, no, nopity no.

.



SSIS PACKAGES

• Use annotations extensively!

• Video at www.MidnightDBA.com under “Dev” > “SSIS”

.

http://www.midnightdba.com/


SSIS: “FLOWER
BOX”

.

• Package Title

• Author info

• Purpose

• Called by

• Steps



SSIS: ANNOTATIONS

.

• Name each step something meaningful

• Mark Start and End of the workflow



SSIS: ANNOTATIONS

.

• Use “line” comments for explanation and tribal knowledge 



SSIS: ANNOTATIONS

.

• Mark paths as needed, too



COMMENTING SSRS

.

• First place to comment: SSRS XML (View > Code)

• Second place to comment: within expressions



COMMENTING SSRS: XML

.

• Use <!-- -->

• Must be after </Report>

• Do not use --



COMMENTING SSRS: EXPRESSIONS

.

• Use VB comment marker:  '

• Limit to the expression at hand.



SUMMARY



SUMMARY: THE CASE FOR COMMENTS

• Comments are documentation.

• Traditional documentation is under-maintained, and underused.

• Comments are easy to write, handy to read, and natural to update.

• You get to know tribal knowledge, fast.



SUMMARY: HOW TO COMMENT

• Flower boxes

• Single line comments on queries

• Label BEGIN and END 

• Break code into blocks with comment headers and footers

• Consider a help system

• Use annotations in SSIS

• Use XML comments in SSRS



RESOURCES

• This slide deck: www.SQLSaturday.com (for this event)

• This session recording: http://midnightdba.itbookworm.com/Events

• Minion Backup: www.MinionWare.net/Backup

• Commenting SSIS: midnightdba.itbookworm.com/Video/Watch?VideoId=52

• Commenting SSRS: www.midnightdba.com/Jen/2010/07/commenting-ssrs/

• Me: www.Twitter.com/MidnightDBA

http://www.sqlsaturday.com/
http://midnightdba.itbookworm.com/Events
http://www.minionware.net/Backup
http://midnightdba.itbookworm.com/Video/Watch?VideoId=52
http://www.midnightdba.com/Jen/2010/07/commenting-ssrs/
http://www.twitter.com/MidnightDBA

